Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.020 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.104; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.9.
In the title mononuclear complex, [HgI 2 (C 12 H 11 NO 3 )], the Hg II ion has a distorted trigonal-planar coordination sphere defined by two I À anions and the N atom of a methyl 2-(quinolin-8-yloxy)acetate ligand. In the crystal, face-to-face -stacking interactions, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.563 (9) Å , are observed.
Related literature
For derivatives of quinoline, see : Cheng et al. (2007) ; Ghedini et al. (2002) ; Inomata et al. (1999) ; Jotterand et al. (2001) . For transition metal coordination compounds of 8-quinolinyloxyacetic acid, see : Cheng et al. (2007) ; Song et al. (2004) ; Wang et al. (2005 Wang et al. ( , 2008 .
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Comment
In the past decades, the complexes of quinoline derivatives have been intensively studied due to their intriguing diversity and potential applications as functional materials (Cheng et al., 2007; Ghedini et al., 2002; Inomata et al., 1999; Jotterand et al., 2001) . 8-Quinolinyloxyacetic acid and their derivatives exhibit a rich structural variety, and reports of the complexes with such ligands have increased in recent years (Cheng et al., 2007; Song et al., 2004; Wang, Song et al., 2005; Wang, Fan et al., 2008) . As a contribution to this research field, we prepared the title Hg II complex with 8-(methoxycarbonylmethoxy)quinoline ligand and report its crystal structure herein.
The title HgI 2 adduct is a mononuclear compound. The Hg II atom exists in a distorted trigonal planar geometry formed by two I atoms and one quinoline N atom of the 8-(methoxycarbonylmethoxy)quinoline ligand ( Intermolecular face-to-face π-π stacking interactions are also observed between the quinoline rings of centrosymmetrically related complex molecules, with a centroid-centroid separation of 3.563 (9) Å (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
Triethylamine (0.0101 g, 0.1 mmol) and 8-quinolinyloxyacetic acid (0.0203 g, 0.1 mmol) were dissolved in methanol (3 ml). The mixture was stirred for 2 min, Then, the mixture and HgI 2 (0.0455 g, 0.1 mmol) were placed in a thick Pyrex tube and heated at 150 °C for 5 days. After cooling at a rate of 5 °C/h to ambient temperature, colourless prism crystals were collected, washed with anhydrous ethanol, and dried at room temperature. The yield was 52% based on 8-quinolinyloxyacetic acid. Analysis found: C, 21.98; H, 1.63; N, 2.11%; calculated for C 12 H 11 I 2 HgNO 3 : C, 21.46; H, 1.65; N, 2.09%.
Refinement
H atoms were included in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H distances of 0.94 (aromatic), 0.98 (methylene) and 0.97 Å (methyl), and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
